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E Genilemen of the Senate, 
Ey and House of Representatives : 

I have the honor to transmit herewith the Report of the 
E Commissioner of the General Land Office, concerning the tran» 
$ sactions of his office for the past two years, which was received 
E on yesterday, 
| E, M, PEASE, 


e 


rr e 


REPORT. 


— 


Austin, November 2d, 1857. 
To his Excelleacy E. M. Pease, 
Governor, and to the 
Hon. Senate and House of Representatives : 
GESTLEMEN :—I have the honor to submit the following 
statement of the transactions of this Office, during the two 


yems ending the 318t of October, 1857, together with the 


situation of the public domain, and the extent of the liabilities 
against the same : 


GENERAL LAND OFFICE, 


— ACRES, meea 


The area of the State is estimated at 


274,366) square miles, - =- 175,594,560 
Titled by the authorities of Spain and 
| Mexico, - =- =- - = 22584484 
| -Grants confirmed by Act of 10th Feb- 


mary, 1854, =- - =- - 3,741,241 
Claims originating under the Repub- 
lic and State, - - -  - 47,788,449 
Making an aggregate of claims liqui- 
| _ dated and unliquidated, of - — - 73,436,210 
‚Leaving to the State, after dednoting AS 
every claim known to exist, a do- 


main of -  - ‘ 102,158,350 
AO Newmar 


Of the grants mentioned as “confirm- 
ed by Act of February, 1852,” 


4 there are, - - >- 3,741,241 
| There have been surveyed and return- 

| ed to this office, - - - 2,146,643 

Y leaving yet outstanding,  - ~ 1,594,398 

3,741,241 
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The following is a classification of the claims mentioned as 


“claims originating under the Republic and State.” 

ist class recommended, - - -~ 19,075,819 
« “confirmed by the Courts, - 2, 627, 607 
“ © countersigned under Act of 


February 9, 1850, = = =- 197,701 
21,901,127 
2d class recommended, - - - 1,325,567 
2d and 3d class reported, - - 7,143,136 
“  confird bythe Courts 102,080 
8,570,783 
Issued under special Acts, ~ - 1,810,441 
Bounty and donation lands, - - 5,285,763 
Land serip, - - - = = 2,047,586 
— 8643.79 
Fisher & Millers colony - - 1,735,200 
Mercer's colony, - - -= 811, ,720 
Castros * - - - 299,846 
Peters “ (to colonists,) - 1,023,040 
s * Co company,) - 1,088,000 
4,957,806 
University lands—50 leagues, - 221,400 
Sch’llands—116 Cos. —4 leagues each, 2 ‚054, 592 
Special grants to seminaries, - - 19 23, 984 
Deaf and Dumb Asylum, - -= 100,000 
Lunatic Asylum, - = = = 100,000 
Blind = = = = 100,000 
Orphan “ = =. = = 100,000 
— 0279 
Pre-emption claims reported, - 335,267 
Settlers’ claims within the Mississip- 
pi and Pacific R. R, Reserve, - 40,584 . 
Granted Central National Road, - 27,116 Po 
Eupen 3 
Claims of railroads under contracts 
filed in accordance with the 2d sec, 
of the general Railroad Act of 54, 512,000 
512,00 
EINE 
Aggregate, 47,788,440 
By adding grants confirmed by Act of 
Februa 10th, 1852, - 3,744 
We have the total amount of lands Se 
required to be patented, - - 51,529,6% 


Í % 


| _ The situation of which is as follows : 


PATENTED, (PATENTED. STANDING. 


e 

1st class, including all grants 
under Special Acts for ohe 
third of a league and over,; 
school lands, lands granted 
fo seminaries of learning, 
and grants confirmed un. 
der Act of 10th Feb., 1854.119,063,1 

2d and 3d classes, including 
lands grant'd under Specia 
Acts for less than one-third 


nies, and pre-emption and 
settlers’ claims, | 
Bounty and donation lands, 
Land scrip, 
Claims of railroads under con 
tracts filed, 
University lands, 
Asylum “ 


By tontos ftom th co {9,612,458 12,073,729] 6,248,510 
lum of. “ patented” 0 
11 outstanding,” the am’ 
of patents canceled unde 


Act of Feb. 3d, 1854, 
We have the total amount o 

claims “paten a” “un l 

patented,” and “outstand- ho i EF 

Ing,” 32,508,911j12,673,722| 6,347,057. 
PP. — aE 


E The following shows the increase of liabilities since the date 
£ of my last report: 
Headrights—granted by the last Legisle- 
ture, - tes Pe 303,339 
reported by the District and 
County Courts, - =~ - 89,209 


8 
Heaflfights—issued to colorista $ in Mercer s 


colony, -~ - = 119,880 
-tt issued to colonists i in Peters’ 
«+ colony - - 150,120 
Es aad by Comm’: r of Claims, 13, ,760 
Mix ted by last Legislature, - 20,480 
a warrants issued by Commissioner 
of Claims, =- = = = = 6400 
Mas claims reported by Olerks end 
ef Justices, 5,267 
claims in the “Reservo,” - 40, 584 


Lan serip issued by Comm’r of Claims, 320 
“ Comm’r Gen. band 
Office, ander Act of Angust 26, 1856, - 58,764 


Isenc for internal Improvement purposes : 
Unger the Act for the encouragement of 
building steamboats, steamships, and 


other vessels, 5,120 
To Galveston and Brazos Navi tion Oo, 60,160 
To Buffalo ee Brazos Colorado 

Railway Compan =- — = 229,120 


To Houston and Texas Central R. R. Co., 256, "000 
Claims of do do do 

under 2d section of Act of 1854 - 256,000 
To.Galveston, Houston and Henderson R. 

B. Co., under 2d sec. of Act of 1854, - 256,000 


@raited for educational and charitable 
Soo! lands—to 17 counties—4 leagues 


- = - 301,104 
Desf o Dumb Asylum, - = > 100,000 
Lays = «. = 100,000 
Pid * == = 100,000 
Orphan = - = = 200,000 


Total increase since 1st November, 1855, 


` 676,308 


26,89) 


373,89 


è 


) 


062,40 
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I have included the claims of those railroads which have 
: fled their bonds and copies of their contracts, for the purpose 

of having locations made, under the 2d section of the general 
' Railroad Act of 1854. These claims, of course, are subject to 
the conditions prescribed by said Act. Should they not com- 
plete the sections of railroad under said contracts, those claims 
will have to be deducted from the amount of liabilities for 
land, 

From information received from private sources, it is believed 
that many of the certificates, here reported as issuing to colo- 
nists in Peters’ colony, by the-Oounty Courts, are illegal. But 
the Commissioners appointed to examine the records, and 
ascertain what are genuine, have reperted but from one county. 
I have, therefore, made no deduction for such as are illegal, 
hoping that the Oommissioners will complete their labors, and 
make a full report before the adjournment of the Legislature, 
when, if thought necessary, it can be made the subject of a 
special communication. 

The surveys of the Asylum lands were received at too late 
a day to undergo any examination before making this report. 


rectness, or the manner in which the work has been done. 


1 would, however, suggest the propriety, hereafter, of having 
all surveys made by the regular District or County Surveyor 
of the district or county in which the land is situated, or by 

Mk. his duly appointed Deputies, and the field-notes recorded in 
k his office. The reason for this is obvious. The residents of 
f the county are most interested in knowing the situation and 
E locality of surveys in their own neighborhood, They ought 
f therefore to have convenient access to the field-notes, which 
F cam be best obtained by having the surveys recorded in the 
k, Suveyor's office. The outside lines of the blocks of surveys 
E. wade for the Asylums, have been recorded in the Surveyors’ 
Es ollices, but the field-notes of the subdivisions have not been. 


# There have been returned to 

i this office, since my last re- 

E pot, - + 11,043 sur. or 5,758,042 acres. 
E There have been issued - 7,271 pat. “ 4,363,383 “ 


4 Showing an accumulation of 3,772 surv. “ 1,394,659 * 
Notwithstanding a greater number of patents have been made 
BO In any previous two years. 


Iam, therefore, unable to express any opinion as to their cor- 


ao ee e la 
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If to this increase, we add the number of unpatented claim 
reported to the last Legislature—20,000—it will be seen that 
there are now 23,772 unpatented claims on file—being mor 
than three times the number patented during the last tw 


years. 

No blame can attach to the office for this increase of work 
over the amount disposed of. At the last session of the Le. 
gislature, I made an estimate of the force required to dispatch 
that portion of the work which was most urgent, knowing 
that the office room was not sufficiently commodious to accom- 
modate the number of Clerks necessary to bring up all th 
old work, But the passage of the Act opening the Mississippi 
and Pacific Railroad Reservation to location, threw pon ty 
office an unexpected amount of labor in the registry and pr 
paration for file of a much larger number of surveys than wen 
anticipated. And the Act creating the office of Commissioner 
of Claims, required the performance of a great amount of labor 
in making the registers and copying the archives to be depo- 
sited in said office, which could only be done by the force that 
would otherwise have been engaged in the patenting depart 


ment. | 

All of the documents required to be copied by the las 
named Act, have been transcribed and deposited with the sil 
Commissioner, as well as others, not mentioned in the Act 
but which were necessary for the proper discharge of his duties 
One of the registers, however, has not been completed, and, I 
believe, will not be of sufficient practical utility to compensat 
for the labor of compiling it. 


The following shows the receipts of the office since the 30% 
October, 1855 : 


A A 
TEXAS 


PROMISS'RY || SPECIE 
NOTES. 


For patent fees, 40(15|| 6,725 
“ government dues, 7541| 3,616% 
“ pre-emption claims, 4 1,310 
« settlers’ claims in the “ Reserve,” 705 
“ land scrip, 29,461 
“office fees, 3,383) 


— 


~ ausel 56,2018 


N 


Total receipts, 
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The fees on the work done amount to considerably more 
than is shown in the above figures. A large number of patents 
having been made out for which the owners have not yet 
called. 

Moreover, a large amount has been deposited for the pay- 
' ment of settlers’ claims, which has not been included in the 
above. Said amounts are awaiting the examination of the 
daims for which they are deposited. 

A much greater amount would have been received on account 
of land scrip, had not the location of it been restricted to the 
‚ Mississippi and Pacific Railroad Reserve. It is respectfully 
' suggested to the Honorable Legislature, whether it would not 
be good policy to continue the sale of it, and to authorize its 
` location in any portion of the State, putting it upon an equal 
footing with all other certificates, 


To preserve uniformity, the size of the certificates should 
be restricted to sections, and half, quarter, and eighth sections. 


The amount of money received at this department, much of 
| which is constantly on deposit, has become of so much impor- 
po tance as to occupy the entire attention of the Receiving Clerk. 
$- It is impossible for the Commissioner to superintend the 
` details, yet he, alone, is responsible for the safe-keeping of the 
> funds, I would recommend that said officer be required to 
> give bond and security for the faithful discharge of his duties. 
$ And as the labor and responsibility of the office is much 
$, greater than that of the ordinary Clerkships, and requires the 
Es services of a gentleman of greater experience, he should be 
E put upon a footing with Chiefs of bureaus in point of salary. 


E, At the date of our last report there were on 


Ẹ _ hand of blank patents, - - á > 10,380 
E. Recelved since, === = = | 3,421 
u 13,721 
© There have heen used in patenting, - - 7,271 

@ Spoiled or unfit for use, - - - - 245 

a — 7516 
a Balance on hand fit for use, d aa 6,205 


| There are yet to be furnished 7,048, to complete the con- 
E tact heretofore entered into for the supply of 25,000 blanks. 


AA .. = == - Pre ac x 
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An appropriation will be requircd by the present Legislatur 
for the purchase of an additional number. 

The constant use and handling to which many of the map 
and books of the office are subjected, has made it necessary w 
transcribe them, or to make new ones, Owing to the dilapi 
dated state of the old maps, the compilation of new ones has 
required much time and labor. There have been compiled for 
the use of the office, during the last two years, eighteen ney 
county maps, and seven or eight others have been platted, and 
are now almost completed. 

There have also been a number of important indexes made 
in such manner as to greatly facilitate the examination df 
claims. The Translator has corrected and renewed the 1egis- 
ters and indexes in his bureau, making some important im- 
provements in their arrangement. All of which have require 
much time and labor. 

For the want of appropriations, the “Abstract of Land 
Claims,” required, by the 14th section of thé general Tax Lay, 
to be furnished the Comptroller by this department, had not, 
at the adjournment of the last Legislature, been brought up 
for several years, I have employed a sufficient force, a 
authorized by said Act, and it is now.about completed to th 
ist of January last, and the returns up to about the Ist of 
August last are ready to be added to it. The appropriation, 
however, was not sufficient, and I am «under the necessity ol 
asking for an appropriation of $1,637.66, to pay the force which 
has been engaged, and will be employed «upon it to the end of 
the present year. 

Some modification of the “Act to give to each corpore 
county in the State its own County Surveyor, Map and Be 
cords,” approved March 20th, 1848, would seem to be requirel 
to obviate the necessity, arising at every session of the Legis- 
lature, of making valid surveys made by Surveyors elect 
without the requirements of said Act having been compliel 
with, Itis believed that the difficulty would be avoided by 
providing that the election for Surveyor should not be ordered 
until information was received from this office that the propt 
evidences had been filed here, of the performance of all tie 
conditions of the law. Several counties that haye elecial 
Surveyors, without having first complied with the provistos 
of the Act, will probably ask for legislative relief during ths 
session. With the present lights before me, I can only recom 
mend the legalizing of the work of the Surveyors of Hopkins 
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and Karnes counties. The former has complied, I believe; with 
all the requirements, except the returning of the field-notes of 
"a part of the county boundary. 


The Act creating Karnes Land District did not relieve the 
county of the necessity of complying with the provisions of 
the above named Act. The effect of the law then was to 
prohibit the making cf surveys by the Surveyors of the Dis- 
tricts from which it had been taken, as well as the election of 

| a Surveyor for the county, until the formalities required by 
‚ the Act of 1848 were complied with. From some cause—per- 
haps the difficulty of obtaining a correct map from the old 
districts—said requirements were not all complied with. But 
an election was ordered and a Surveyor elected, who hag con- 
tinued to perform the duties of District Surveyor, Under the 
arcumstances, 1 have deemed it my duty not to patent any 
surveys made by said Surveyor, but have merely received them 
on file, to await the action of the Legislature. I would recom- 
| mend that the work be legalized,.and that a sufficient amount 
be appropriated to pay the Surveyor for making a complete 
map of the county for this office. 


The return of a number of surveys, made in the territory 
north of Red River, makes it important that the boundary line 
E bötween that portion of the State and the United States” 
E territory, should be defined. At present, it is a matter of 

doubt, whether some of. the surveys tbus returned lie within 
į the limits of the State, and cannot be patented without great 

risk of creating confusion and trouble hereafter. The Fifth 
& Legislature passed an “Act making provision for running and 
E marking the boundary lino between the State of Texas, and 
E the Territories of the United States of America,” and by an 
EG Act of the last Legislature, the appropriation made thereby 
Y Wäsrenewed, and continued in force, But, so far, I believe, 
& tere has been no corresponding movement on the part of the 
E General Government. The necessity of continuing the above 
& ‘cited Act in force, and of urging a like movement on the 
E part of the United States’ Government, is too apparent to 
y quire any further recommendation, 


@ After a long acquaintance with the operations of our land 
= vi-m, I am satisfied that but few changes are necessary to be 
g Mace, Frequent changes but serve to make it more compli- 
i ated, and to open new sources of litigation. The more closely 
f Ye adhere to the original plan, the less cause there will be for 
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confusion, which will in like manner increase as we attemp | 
to engraft other systems upon it. = 
I trust a Committee of the Honorable Legislature will) E , 
appointed to examine into the state of the office, and th É 
mannner in which its affairs are conducted, E 


Very respectfally, 
Your Obedient Bervant, 


8, CROSBY, 
Commissioner 


